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“We broke new ground in March 
2022, launching actions in the 
Federal Court of Australia against 
the Commonwealth Minister 
for the Environment and in the 
State Supreme Court against the 
Minister for Resources.” 
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President’s report 
The 2021–2022 year has been extraordinary. 
There have been more fires and floods 
throughout Australia that, with reef bleaching 
etc, has again put climate damage front and 
centre. In May 2022, we saw a refreshing change 
of government, and we have a government 
promising a new start on the environment. 
That’s wonderful, except the same government 
is content to facilitate massive gas and coal 
projects, in large numbers, around Australia 
and is presently showing no signs of actively 
protecting the environment. Time will tell, and  
my guess is our foundation will have another  
busy year ahead. 

To its credit, this government is emphasising 
integrity, has ended the war on charitable 
organisations and wants to promote compassion 
and empathy. That’s all good stuff, but it’s not 
going to solve an extinction crisis or global 
warming. 

In Tasmania, the state government has no plans 
protect and promote the environment as nature. 
Rather, the government sees nature as some 
kind of stage to support the tourism industry. 
They continue to promote the private use and 
development of public spaces, including in 
national parks. And, true to form, the government 
of the day fails to manage the seductive power 
of the big projects. Right now, it’s the huge wind 
farms, the Marinus Link cable from Tasmania 
to Victoria and a proposed stadium at Regatta 
Point in Hobart. People might think that it’s a 
bit odd for a proposed football stadium to get a 
mention in this foundation’s annual report. But 
when we consider the stadium will cost up to $1 
billion, if it goes ahead, it will skew our economy, 
putting more pressure on the environment which 
is seen as the solution to economic problems and 
budget deficits. More mining, more forestry, more 
fish farms, more tourism in national parks, and 
support for projects like a cable car on kunanyi  
/ Mount Wellington. Everything is connected. 

The foundation has had a fabulous year.  
Our campaigners have been tireless in their 
work to be a public voice for the environment. 
We have stood up to the fish farmers and to the 
loggers. We are fighting for protection of the 
Antarctic and are always looking out for whales. 
In northwest Tasmania, the foundation has 
organised extensive protests and campaigns 
against mines in takayna / Tarkine, including 
Mount Lindsay and the proposed tailings dam 

near Rosebery. We broke new ground in March 
2022, launching actions in the Federal Court of 
Australia against the Commonwealth Minister  
for the Environment and in the State Supreme 
Court against the Minister for Resources. Both 
related to MMG’s proposed tailings dam near 
Rosebery. We have spoken out against Marinus 
Link and some of the crazy generating projects 
that are being pushed ahead. We have worked 
to keep Forestry Tasmania in check as it tries to 
push into an ever-decreasing native forest estate. 
In New South Wales, we have run wonderful 
campaigns to draw attention to the plight of 
the koala. We have also worked closely with the 
Aboriginal community in relation to takayna / 
Tarkine and the appeal against the proposed 
cable car in Hobart. 

I want to thank my fellow Board members and 
our patron, Bob, for another intense year of 
providing governance for our campaigners. 
I want to thank our CEO, Steven Chaffer, for 
keeping the ship on a steady course through 
turbulent times. Our campaigners have been 
incredibly effective in building community 
support and credibility for the organisation, 
supported by our media management team  
(of one!), design team and admin support team. 

At the end of the 2021 year, we saw the 
Tasmanian Parliament dealing with amendments 
to the Police Offences Act that were effectively 
designed to interfere with protests against MMG 
and Forestry Tasmania, and which included 
corporate offence provision aimed squarely 
at our foundation. It’s a badge of honour that 
the foundation’s protests have drawn so much 
attention. 

Roland Browne 
President
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“This collection of ordinary 
people had achieved 
something extraordinary.” 
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CEO’s report 
Late last year, at an event in our office for staff, 
board members, volunteers and supporters, I 
looked around the assembled group and realised 
something.

This collection of ordinary people had achieved 
something extraordinary.

Working together, we had stopped Chinese state-
owned mining giant, MMG, from obliterating 140 
hectares of ancient rainforest in takayna to build 
a toxic mine-waste dump. We had defied the 
might of this huge corporation, and its Australian 
Government enablers, by acting on a clear, 
uncompromising vision. To peacefully take action 
to protect Earth’s wild places and the web of life 
that sustains us all.

Even by our adventurous 
standards, the past  
12 months have been 
like no other. Like many 
community groups, 
having survived the 
tumultuous height of  
the COVID pandemic,  
we were relieved to  
have come through  
this global upheaval in 
one piece.
And like many other charities, we discovered 
the aftershocks were, in many ways, more 
challenging than the first years of this global 
calamity.

Fundraising was much harder these last twelve 
months than it had been during the teeth of 
the pandemic, with the rebound economic 
consequences compounded by the global effects 
of a horrific war of aggression in Ukraine.

Thanks to the tireless work of our fundraisers, and  
the unswerving generosity of our supporters, we 
finished the year with a more or less break-even 

financial result, a significant achievement given  
the economic headwinds.

Of course, it’s hard not to compare this to the 
previous year’s astounding result of a surplus of 
almost $1 million. If nothing else, this is a reminder 
that in this line of work, nothing is certain and  
nothing should be taken for granted.

To compound the excitements of the last year,  
these fundraising challenges coincided with our  
own audacious campaign agenda.

The ongoing, existential threat to a magnificent 
rainforest in takayna, and the endangered 
Masked Owls that live there, demanded an 
urgent, uncompromising response. Our activists 
blocked the road, preventing MMG from moving 
in their heavy machinery. It worked. 

Weeks became months and months stretched into 
years. We used this time to build a case against 
the Tasmanian and Federal governments in the 
courts, taking on three ministers along the way. 
This was the biggest series of legal actions our 
foundation had ever mounted, with a price tag to 
match. Not a game for the feint hearted.

And our bold campaign actions were not limited 
to the forests.

Our Antarctic Campaign scored an early, 
stunning victory, forcing the Australian 
Government to dump plans for a massive 
concrete runway in Antarctica.

On the water, our activists, in a boat generously 
gifted to us by a supporter, staged the first ever  
direct action against floating industrial salmon 
factory farms.

In NSW, our citizen science programs highlighted 
the threat posed by native forest logging to 
koalas, which are clinging to existence on the 
tiniest of branches.

AdaniWatch continued to expose the 
environmental and social destruction being 
wrought by this corporate juggernaut.

Our protesters harried Venture Minerals across 
the country, to alert their shareholders about 
Venture’s plans to eviscerate a rainforest-cloaked 
mountain in the heart of takayna.

With our campaigns increasingly disrupting the 
Earth-destroying industries, it was only a matter 
of time before their pliant government flunkies 
moved to silence us. Knowing they could never 
win a public debate about the destruction of a 
rainforest or the deliberated extinction of the 
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Swift parrot, Tasmania’s government, supported 
by the Labor opposition, finally succeeded in 
passing draconian anti-protest laws in 2022.

These new laws have one target in their sights –  
our foundation. With fines of over $13,000 and 18 
months prison for peaceful protesters and fines 
of over $45,000 for organisations, these laws are 
designed to cripple us.

While this latest attack 
on environmentalists 
must not be taken lightly 
– we will respond to this 
threat with a carefully 
considered strategy – 
we will not be diverted 
from our commitment  
to keep taking Action  
for Earth.
We are invigorated and strengthened by the 
incredible financial and community backing 
provided by our wonderful supporters. Victor 
Hugo said that “nothing is more powerful than an 
idea whose time has come.”

Our time has come.

Who knows what challenges lie ahead in the next 
twelve months? Whatever happens, I can’t wait to 
look around the room in a year and reflect on the 
next achievements of this amazing group of staff, 
volunteers, board members and supporters.

Steven Chaffer
CEO

CEO’s report 
(continued)
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“Our resolve to defend those 
forests will not weaken. 
Standing uselessly out of the 
way as habitats, species, 
and the last unprotected 
wild lands are destroyed is 
not an attractive option.” 
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Bob’s report
We are achievers. Achievement is 
not measured in immediate success 
under the prevailing system of 
politics, courts and real estate. 
However, it can be measured 
by the support our foundation 
gets from the modern, well-
educated Australian population 
which is increasingly alarmed by 
the destruction of the planetary 
biosphere and by the wins we are 
having for nature as we go. 

It is not as if we are out on a limb. The United 
Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, 
keeps coming out with the same message as 
our foundation, including, at the 2021 Glasgow 
conference on the climate emergency, “enough 
of brutalizing biodiversity, killing ourselves with 
carbon, treating nature like a toilet, burning 
and drilling and mining our way deeper. We are 
digging our own graves.” 

Guterres added that our planet is changing 
before our eyes, from melting glaciers, to 
relentless extreme weather events. He reminded 
the world that sea-level rise is double the rate it 
was 30 years ago, that oceans are hotter than 
ever, and that parts of the Amazon rainforest  
now emit more carbon than they absorb.  
“Recent climate action announcements might 
give the impression that we are on track to turn 
things around. This is an illusion,” he said. But  
that illusion runs politics in Australia, including 
most of the blinkered press gallery in Canberra. 

Notably, the biggest innovation on the 
environment in the last year has been the 
concerted moves at state level to criminalise 
environmentalists like you and me. I say 
concerted because you can see the hand of 
corporate lobbyists pushing to shut active 
environmentalism down. Similar wording is in 
legislation to penalise peaceful environmental 
protest from London to Sydney, Melbourne 
and Hobart. The resource extractors know they 
cannot win the debate over further plunder of the 
natural commons and their strategy is to jail the 
most courageous defenders of the environment 
while greenwashing their destruction. 
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Most of Tasmania’s politicians have been easy 
pickings. As I write this, a third effort by the 
Liberal-Labor MPs to pass draconian legislation 
penalising peaceful protesters with huge fines 
and jail terms looks like succeeding. This Rockliff 
government bill has penalties aimed straight at 
our feisty foundation: more than $45,000 fines  
for a non-government organisation supporting  
a peaceful direct action, our time-honoured 
mode of defending Tasmania’s wild forests. It will 
test our supporter base, like us, but our resolve 
to defend those forests will not weaken. Standing 
uselessly out of the way as habitats, species, and 
the last unprotected wild lands are destroyed is 
not an attractive option. 

I, for one, have no intention of being ‘chilled’ 
into letting the future wrecking of Tasmania’s (or 
anywhere else’s) remaining natural habitat be 
destroyed, because of the corporate capture of  
most elected representatives. 

They may take us out 
of the forests but they 
cannot take the forests 
out of us. 
So we face a particularly challenging year ahead. 
Are we simply to buckle under and make useless 
entreaties to those who cannot see a remaining 
patch of wild nature, on the land or in the seas, 
without hatching a plan to plunder it? Or, in 
this age of climate emergency and extinction 
crisis, are we going to stand strong for Earth’s 
embattled biosphere? And, if we don’t, who shall 
we ask to do it for us? 

These immoral laws would have dammed the 
Franklin, mined Kakadu, logged the Daintree and 
strip-mined Fraser Island simply because, back 
then, the deterrent effect would have left the 
pivotal protests bereft of many people. 

So, why won’t it work that way now? Because in 
the intervening decades, the whole of our society 
has become aware of the environmental calamity 
overtaking us. People are much more anguished, 
angry and motivated. This was a key factor in 
the fall of the Morrison government. And, as our 
motto says, it is much better to get active than 
to suppress the anguish and anger by getting 
depressed. 

Our foundation is a tribute to everyone who 
has supported its vigorous growth, based on its 
action-oriented strategies. We won’t give those 
up. As the future gets tougher, we welcome you 
to stay with us, knowing that we will always be 
as prudent as possible, while never giving up 
our right to make peaceful interventions where 
nature is threatened with destruction. 

We are ten years old! The foundation was set up 
after I left the Senate in 2012. Through the decade 
Steven Chaffer has remained our kindly rock of 
a CEO. So, special thanks Steven, and my hearty 
congratulations to our marvellous board, staff  
and volunteers. 

And a huge accolade to you, our growing band  
of supporters, advocates and donors for this  
exacting but exciting time to be alive and active  
on this beautiful planet. You have stayed with us.  
You have made us strong! 

Warmest wishes everyone, from a heart like yours 
which beats for life on Earth. 

 
Bob Brown 
Patron

Bob’s report (continued)
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tribute to everyone 
who has supported its 
vigorous growth, based 
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Our campaigns
From the forests to the oceans, we take 
action to protect the natural world
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10 ways we 
took action for 
Earth in 21–22
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Antarctica airport dumped 
Our short, sharp campaign stopped a huge 
concrete airport planned for one of Antarctica’s 
rarest and most delicate ecosytems in the ice-
free Vestfold Hills. 

Salmon campaign launched 
Tasmanians are sick of seeing their beautiful  
coastline despoiled by the industrial salmon 
farming, so we joined forces with community 
campaigners around the state to bring this 
rampant, destructive industry to heel. 

Toxic waste dump works stopped  
for over 527 days
Our peaceful blockade thwarted plans for a toxic 
mine-waste dump in takayna’s rainforests for 
over 527 days, with over 700 protesters and 85 
arrests. 

Citizen scientists expose threats 
to koalas and Swift Parrots 
Our teams of citizen scientists in NSW 
and Tasmania spent hundreds of hours 
documenting the threats to koala and Swift 
parrot habitat from native forest logging. 

Rallied 300 people in Burnie 
against the toxic salmon industry
In the biggest rally for the environment seem for  
many years on Tasmania’s northwest coast, over  
300 people turned out to say no to industrial  
salmon farms in Bass Strait. 
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Controversial ore shipment  
blockaded for three days
Our peaceful protesters held up Venture 
Minerals’ ore shipment from its controversial 
Riley Creek strip mine in takayna, with the mine 
closing, again, two days later.

Legal action wins reprieve for  
Masked Owls
After we documented mining giant MMG 
breaching Federal Court orders, they were  
forced to leave the rainforest and cease all  
works until a new decision from the minister.

Blinky Bill joins our native forests 
campaign
Australian icon Blinky Bill became the face of our 
campaign to protect Australia’s native forests 
with an urgent plea to save protect koalas’ 
habitat or watch them slide into extinction. 

Tasmania’s illegal logging 
exposed 
Our crack legal team uncovered an astonishing 
government bungle, revealing that Tasmania’s 
native forest logging had been illegal since the 
early 1980s.

 

Science team recorded 470 
Masked Owl calls in threatened 
rainforest
Our Campaign Science team recorded over  
470 calls of Tasmanian Masked Owls, proving  
these rare birds are breeding and feeding in the 
rainforest threatened with destruction from  
MMG’s toxic waste dump.



Bob Brown Foundation  |  Annual Review 21–22     17



18     Bob Brown Foundation  |  Annual Review 21–22

Campaign 
Manager’s report
Our campaign team of leading 
Earth defenders had our biggest 
year since the foundation was 
established ten years ago. It has 
been intense, exhilarating and 
effective, with great feedback 
from more than a thousand 
community members joining our 
frontline actions. The dedication, 
professionalism, stamina and public 
profile of our team is stunning. 

Which is critical at this time of great need 
by Earth, the species that live here and our 
communities, both local and global. 

We started July 2021 in the thick of the biggest 
campaign effort in the history of the foundation. 
With 400 people launching into action over 58 
days, 71 arrests and a team of ten BBF core 
staff and organisers, all up against the might of 
Chinese government-owned miner MMG. This 
mining giant has plans to demolish 140 hectares 
of rainforests to build a heavy metals tailings 
dam for their mine, across the Pieman River in 
Rosebery. 

From the first time ever, we saw the police riot 
squad deployed – ludicrously – in the forests, a 
young volunteer wrongly jailed for three nights, 
international news, a visit to takayna from the 
Federal Environment Minister, multiple meetings 
with the Tasmanian Premier, activists occupying 
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ancient rainforests in winter snow and through 
summer with temperatures cresting 30 degrees 
and facing evacuation from bushfires. 

We also were privileged to work with Midnight 
Oil, with their new album featuring a song about 
takayna and their music video featuring our video 
footage. Music great Shane Howard performed 
on the contested Helilog Road in takayna and 
new Senator David Pocock visited the campaign 
headquarters at Tullah and was our guest in a  
TV ad calling for protection of the World 
Heritage-value takayna.

While MMG is a major threat to takayna, so too 
is Venture Minerals’ mining at Riley Creek and 
drilling in rainforests at Mount Lindsay. In early 
September, we held a big push to halt their 
bulk carrier from docking and loading its first 
shipment of ore in a multi-week operation on the 
water and land at various facilities. 

Our protest at Burnie 
Port, the first one ever to 
shut down the port and 
delay an incoming ship, 
was a great success, 
disrupting Venture 
Minerals’ first shipment 
out of takayna for over 
seven hours. 

We had a new website designed and built 
in 2021–2022. Paul Kimbell pulled together a 
thoroughly impressive website that will raise our 
online impact enormously. From our graphic 
designers Manderlee, Jonny, Melanie, Anita, 
Softly and Sarah, to native forest logging 
surveillance from Matt Dell and Swift Parrot and 
Masked Owl expert advice from Matt Webb, 
we have produced compelling storytelling and 
the best mapping and science to show that wild 
places and wildlife are under increasing threat. 

In late 2021, we successfully collaborated with 
the Invasive Species Council to prepare a report 
on deer in Tasmania. Christine Milne has made 
a major contribution to this campaign on behalf 
of our foundation, in an excellent example 
of collaboration with another environment 
organisation. 

Our growing national campaign to end native 
forest logging is building in NSW with Doro 
Babeck’s fantastic advocacy for koalas. Our 
National Community Campaigner, Molly Coburn, 
launched our first national community organising 
program on forest protection. Chris Ball played 
an important role during the year, carrying out 
valuable research into native forests. 

Long standing takayna Campaigner, Scott 
Jordan, based in Burnie in northwest Tasmania, 
is our expert on all aspects takayna, from its vast 
rainforests to the logging and mining operations 
that threaten this wild place. Scott’s growing 
team of activists includes coordinators Jenna, 
Sophia, Rose, and Kellie who held fast on the 
frontline, hosting hundreds of citizens at one of 
Australia’s only ongoing environmental blockade. 

Joining the takayna campaign team in July 2021 
were our new Campaign Scientists, Charley  
Gros and Kasey McNamara. They conducted 
extensive field surveys, collecting scientific data 
to build the case for protecting the rainforest, 
eucalypt forest and buttongrass moorlands. 
Their flora and fauna assessment of the ancient 
forests, threatened by MMG’s toxic waste dump, 
has been groundbreaking in proving them to  
be critical breeding habitat for Tasmanian 
Masked Owls. 

Campaign Manager’s report (continued)
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Their findings played a crucial role in the  
Federal Court victory led by our phenomenal 
legal team, Tessa Meyrick, Kathleen Foley SC  
and Roland Browne. 

Courtney Hayes joined our blockade in early 
2021 as a new supporter and is now central to 
our campaign activism. When we called a snap 
action at the national logging lobby’s federal 
election forum in Launceston, Courtney, and 
fellow protester Gabby, leapt to the front of the 
room with a banner calling for urgent forest 
protection. This followed on from an action on 21 
February where Courtney confronted the Prime 
Minister, who was visiting Burnie, capturing the 
media’s attention.

Our action-oriented campaigner, Erik Hayward,  
has trained and equipped hundreds of defenders  
for missions into Tasmania’s remote forests, 
takayna’s rainforests and now the oceans of this 
wild island. Erik’s activist skills and experience are 
unsurpassed and he is a lynchpin of so many of 
our most daring ventures. 

Dr Lisa Searle is another highly experienced 
action coordinator, working with us between 
her deployments with Medicins Sans Frontieres. 
Lisa was instrumental in the establishment of the 
takayna blockade and Wentworth Hills direct 
action campaign this year and is the legendary 
caterer for our events, receiving rave reviews for 
her vegan cookings skills. 

The foundation’s media team, led by Adam 
Burling, is reaching new heights with national and 
international coverage. Our own documentary 
team, Ramji and Anna, are responsible for 
the amazing videos we post on social media. 
Thanks to their skill and dedication, we are 
lauded as a benchmark for broadcasting 
activism through video and images. Renowned 
photographer Rob Blakers is a huge force in 

our campaign, capturing breathtaking imgages 
of the McKimmies Creek forests threatened by 
MMG and the Wilson River Huon pines facing 
destruction from Venture Minerals. 

Marine Team leader Alistair Allan has settled 
in perfectly with our foundation, securing an 
early, stunning win that forced the government 
to cancel plans for an ill-conceived massive 
concrete airport in Antarctica. Bec Howarth 
joined us for nine months as our Fish Farms 
Campainger and got the ball rolling splendidly 
on our new campaign against the scourge of 
industrial salmon farming in Tasmania. We were 
sad to farewell Bec but pleased that Alistair was 
able to build on Bec’s excellent work in carrying 
forward the Fish Farms campaign as part of the 
new Marine Team. 

Our AdaniWatch Investigator, Geoff Law, has 
continued to shine a light on the global misdeeds 
of the Adani Group, editing a a growing body of 
reportage, largely from India, that reveals how 
much damage this corporate juggernaut is doing 
to the planet and some of its poorest people. 

We were sorry to see our excellent Events 
Manager, Jo Edwards, depart, after her fantastic 
work organizing hugely successful events, 
including takayna Trail and BioBlitz. Jo also 
worked with the Drill Dance company, partnering 
with BBF to produce a film with Samaya Wives 
in the forests of takayna. The award-winning 
Samaya Wives spent time with Jo and dancers 
from Drill in early January and we can’t wait 
to see takayna showcased through the lens of 
internationally recognised Samaya Wives. 
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We presented our 10th annual Environment 
Awards to prize winners from across Australia 
and one from Papua New Guinea. Our 
awards recognise environmentalists who have 
demonstrated resolute courage and conviction 
in taking a stand for environmental protection, 
preservation and justice.

Environmentalist of the Year was awarded to  
Jess Beckerling (WA Forest Alliance), a  
long-standing campaigner for the forests and  
wildlife of south-west WA.

Young Environmentalist of the Year was awarded 
to the eight litigants in the Sharma v Minister for 
Environment case. In 2020, with the assistance of  
86 year-old litigation guardian Sister Brigid 
Arthur, these students brought a class action 
against the Federal Minister for the Environment, 
Sussan Ley. They argued that the minister has a 
duty to avoid causing future harm from carbon 
emissions that would result from the approval of 
the proposed Vickery Extension Project in NSW 
– a project which, if approved, would produce 
100 million tonnes of carbon emissions over the 
next 25 years. This award’s winners were Anjali 
Sharma (17), Tomas Webster Arbizu (17), Bella 
Burgemeister (15), Luca Saunders (16), Izzy Raj-
Seppings (15), Laura Kirwan (17), Ambrose Hayes 
(16), Ava Princi (18) and Veronica Hester (18).

The winner of our Community Environmental 
Prize was the Alliance of Solwara Warriors who 
have built a powerful movement across Papua 
New Guinea over the past five years, against 
deep-sea mining, the impacts of climate change, 
logging, oil palm developments and deep-sea 
tailings disposal of mine waste into their rivers 
and seas.

The Deni Greene Award was presented to Rob 
Blakers, one of Australia’s premier wilderness 

photographers. He has used his photographic 
skills to help promote conservation since the 
1980’s Franklin dam campaign.

While it is no small feat to maintain the relentless 
pace of action-oriented campaigns, we intend 
to continue to expand our actions, in scope and 
impact. 

It is exciting to watch the momentum of our 
takayna campaign grow to new levels, while still 
being able to lauch daring actions to end native 
forest logging and heading on the water to 
defend our oceans and coastlines from industrial 
salmon farming. 

Our campaign team 
are strong, defiant and 
relentless. We will fight 
with our words and 
peaceful action, as we 
build a movement. 
We are mentored by world-leading 
environmentalists Bob Brown and Christine Milne, 
and inspired by the measured yet action-oriented 
determination of our President Roland Browne. 
Supported by a courageous and fearless CEO 
Steven Chaffer, every member of our campaign 
team feels psyched to dedicate their days with 
purpose for this living planet. 

Photographers for the foundation 
Our photographers, Tim Cooper, Ramji, Matthew 
Newton, Rob Blakers, Ted Mead, Karen Brown, 
Anna Brozek and Kelly Slater, capture our 
nonviolent direct actions in the field, at rallies, 
on the streets and at our events in the wilds 
of takayna and the threatened landscapes of 
Tasmania.

Jenny Weber 
Campaign Manager

Campaign Manager’s report (continued)
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takayna / Tarkine
It’s hard to imagine topping  
2020–21 but, somehow, we did it. 
And by somehow, I mean through  
an incredible effort by our  
ever-growing team of campaigners, 
organisers and camp coordinators. 

We started the year with a reprieve on the 
MMG front. After two months of pointing out 
that MMG’s works were illegal, as the proposed 
tailings dam was still undergoing its EPBC 
assessment, our legal team scored a victory, with 
MMG backing down and removing machines 
from the forests. This was followed by a calculated 
move by MMG, and the former Environment 
Minister, to allow MMG to remove roading, 
clearing and drilling works from the assessment 
already underway and to allow a second referral 
to be made containing just these roading, 
clearing and drilling works, and waved through 
as not requiring assessment in January 2022.  

Fortunately our team was already on the ground 
with a renewed blockade camp holding the space 
until April, when police raided our camp and 
escorted MMG back into the forests. As we had 
done the previous year, we immediately mounted 
a campaign of rolling disruptions and obstacles 
to MMG’s destruction. MMG’s roadworks were 
slowed to a virtual halt as citizens again placed 
themselves in trees, on roads and on machines to 
defend our precious forests.  

Parallel to this was our legal and science teams 
coordinating what would become a momentous 
legal win. Our science team of Charley Gros 
and Kasey McNamara coordinated a program 
of citizen science to document the threatened 
species present on the site that had been 
downplayed and dismissed by MMG and 
the minister. Armed with high quality data, 
and in collaboration with the nation’s top owl 
experts, we were able to demonstrate that 
the assumptions made in the decision to allow 
works had not properly (or at all) considered the 
impacts on the Tasmanian Masked Owl. MMG 
had conducted four night of audio recording on 
a single recorder, received two positive Masked 
Owl records and went on to assert that, on that 
basis, the Masked Owl was not present (yes, you 
did read that right). The minister unquestioningly 

accepted this and waved their works through 
without a full EPBC assessment. Our team 
conducted 97 nights of recording with five audio 
recorders and captured over 470 recordings 
of Masked Owls, including begging calls from 
chicks. This information formed the grounds for a 
formal reconsideration process to be progressed 
under the EPBC Act, and our legal challenge to 
the minister’s erroneous decision.  

In the process of this challenge, we sought an 
injunction to prevent MMG operating on the 
site while the court considered the validity of 
the minister’s decision. The court declined our 
injunction, favouring an undertaking by MMG 
not to operate within 15 metres of trees having a 
girth of 1 metre or more. We were disappointed 
by this result, as half of Masked Owls recorded 
in other peer-reviewed literature were in trees 
less than 1 metre girth. A 15 metre buffer from a 
drill-rig operating at the volume of a jet aircraft 
was unlikely to afford much protection. Again, 
our science team kicked into action and began 
measuring trees across MMG’s proposed works 
area. MMG had flagged 130 trees requiring the 
buffers. Within a few weeks, we had measured 
and mapped over 800 trees requiring buffers 
under the court-imposed undertaking. This 
effectively eliminated two thirds of the proposed 
works area and, more importantly, prevented use  
of the only access road. Work was halted again 
while we awaited the court decision. 

Ultimately, we won the case, with the Federal 
Court ruling that the minister had failed to apply 
the precautionary principle in her decision to 
allow MMG’s works in the absence of sufficient 
information regarding impacts on the Tasmanian 
Masked Owl. 

This decision has established an important legal 
precedent and is likely to result in numerous 
challenges to similarly flawed approvals across  
the country.  

We have also been active on other key threats 
to takayna. Venture Minerals continues to 
progress its program for multiple mines across 
the southern region of takayna. We continued to 
disrupt the company’s Riley Creek strip mine, and 
mounted a three day disruption of the loading of 
the first shipment of ore at the Burnie port. While 
the ship did eventually load and depart, the mine 
closed just two days later citing poor economic 
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“Ultimately, we won the case, with the 
Federal Court ruling that the minister 
had failed to apply the precautionary 
principle in her decision to allow MMG’s 
works in the absence of sufficient 
information regarding impacts on the 
Tasmanian Masked Owl.” 
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“The takayna campaign 
has seen over 1000 
volunteers through its 
actions this year. We are 
growing and building 
momentum towards an 
eventual National Park, 
World Heritage Area  
and return to Aboriginal 
ownership.” 
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conditions. With iron ore prices falling and oil 
prices rising, the shipment accrued higher losses 
every day it was at sea. 

Venture continues to progress its two proposed 
mines at Mt Lindsay and Livingstone. We have 
mounted a rolling campaign of disrupting drilling 
at these sites and have been ‘bird dogging’ 
Venture at investor forums across the country. We 
have sent campaigners interstate to be joined 
by local volunteers, organised by our National 
Community Coordinator, to protest inside and 
outside of investor forums in Perth, Noosa, 
Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sydney, with an aim 
of making sure investors know that Venture’s 
projects are facing significant environmental 
opposition and are a risky investment. Every 
outing has seen Venture’s share price fall in  
the days following the protests. As the share 
price falls, so too does the market capital of 
the company and the financial ratios that will 
determine investment and financing decisions for 
funding for their proposed mines. 

We have seen drops of 
as much as $7.5 million in 
market capital following 
each protest. Not bad for 
a morning’s work. 
Our science team joined with Rob Blakers in 
documenting a previously undiscovered stand 
of Huon pines along the Wilson River in the 
footprint of Venture Minerals’ exploration activity, 
and, on further searching, found stands in the 
Livingstone lease and along tributaries of the 
Wilson River. We have made submissions against 
the EPBC referrals for Venture’s proposed mines 
and to the draft Environment Impact Statement 
guidelines, as these projects go through the EPBC 
and Tasmanian Planning Scheme assessments 
throughout the tail of 2022.  

Additionally, we have made submissions against  
the proposed re-permitting of the Shree Minerals 
Nelson Bay River Iron Ore Mine, and the Robbins 
Island Wind Farm transmission lines that will 
smash native forests including areas within the 
Australian Heritage Council’s recommended 
Tarkine National Heritage Listing.  

The takayna campaign has seen over 1000 
volunteers through its actions this year. We are 
growing and building momentum towards an 
eventual National Park, World Heritage Area  
and return to Aboriginal ownership. 

Scott Jordan
takayna / Tarkine Campaigner

takayna / Tarkine (continued)
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Native forests
Our national native forest 
campaign has kept focus on the 
critically endangered Swift Parrot, 
endangered koala and the wild, 
ancient forests of Wentworth Hills 
on Tasmania’s Central Plateau, 
where some of the oldest forests 
of Australia are being lost to 
clearfelling. 

As part of a national day of action, right before 
the federal election, we organised a banner drop 
at Sydney’s Circular Quay, at Kirribilli House and 
at Anthony Albanese’s office in Marrickville and 
presented 50,000 signatures on our Australian 
Native Forest Declaration. 

In Tasmania, citizen science in Swift Parrot 
habitat was held each weekend, and some 
weekdays, over the summer. Surveys took place 
in the southern forests threatened by logging, 
searching for Swift Parrots, their habitat, hollow-
bearing trees and logging activity.   

Our 2021–22 citizen science project located 
critical breeding habitat in a logging area, 
reiterating the complete failure of the Tasmanian 
Government and Forestry Tasmania to protect 
Swift Parrot habitat, even after the species 
was listed as critically endangered in 2015. In 
logging coupe EP038E in the Esperance forests, 
significant numbers of parrots, including newly 
fledged birds, were found while the loggers were 
operating. These forests were removed from 
the logging plan after our citizen science and 
campaign team alerted the government and the 
loggers to the Swift Parrots. We are yet to secure 
an end to all logging in Swift Parrot habitat and 
protection of all breeding and foraging habitat. 

After our hugely successful direct action 
campaign in the Tasmania’s Eastern Tiers in 
late 2020, our defenders, Bob Brown and Jenny 
Weber, pleaded not guilty. When our court case 
found that all native forest logging in Tasmania 
had been illegal since the 1980s, we headed 
straight to the forests to halt this illegal logging 
across the state, in multiple coupes over multiple 
days. The minister was left with no choice but to 
admit there was a legal problem with all logging 
in Tasmania but then shamelessly introduced 
validating legislation to paper over the decades 
of illegal destruction of our native forests. 

Our film, Forest Defenders, played across the 
country, with more than 30 screenings and a 
hugely successful recruitment drive of people 
coming to takayna to take action with us. 

February 2022 in NSW, QLD and ACT, saw 
koalas move from being listed as ‘vulnerable’ to 
‘endangered’. Due in part to the ‘Black Summer’ 
bushfires of 2019-20, the main culprit is the  
rampant logging, landclearing and urban 
development in koala habitat. 

Despite much public outcry over a bleak outlook  
for the survival of koalas in the wild, not much is 
being done by government to improve this dire 
situation. 

In NSW, the koala campaign engaged with 
communities and individuals to pressure 
politicians to act. A mix of snap action and rallies 
were held outside the NSW Parliament, around 
Sydney and in the regions, by partnering with 
community organisations. Webinars to inform the 
public and supporters offered information and 
a suite of actions people could take to protect 
koalas and their habitat. 

Two campaigns stand out. 

A campaign to save Sydney’s last koalas in the 
suburb of Campbelltown, where construction 
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“When our court case found that all 
native forest logging in Tasmania 
had been illegal since the 1980s, we 
headed straight to the forests to halt 
this illegal logging across the state, in 
multiple coupes over multiple days.” 



30     Bob Brown Foundation  |  Annual Review 21–22

“Our citizen science project ... 
located critical breeding habitat 
in a logging area, reiterating 
the complete failure of the 
Tasmanian government and 
Forestry Tasmania to protect 
Swift parrot habitat, even after 
the species was listed as critically 
endangered in 2015.” 
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company Lend Lease is building over koala 
corridors and habitat. The Campbelltown koala 
population is recognized as the healthiest koala 
colony in NSW, having escaped the shocking 
bushfires of 2019–20. This colony is disease free 
and growing.  

The forests on the NSW mid-north coast have 
become a logging hot spot. Despite being 
recognised as a region with prime koala habitat, 
and a plan to protect 175,000 hectares of publicly 
owned forests, adding them to existing protected 
areas to create a 315,000 hectares koala national 
park, the region is continuously being logged.  
We have made connections with different 
community groups, such as Friends of Pine Creek, 
Friends of Conglomerate and Friends of Kalang 
Headwaters, to work together to protect those 
forests. With the roll-out of a new program of 
citizen scientists, we started regular meetings to 
identify, map and determine the sustainability of 
plantations. 

The citizen science project is using online tools 
as well as ground truthing. Over the last year we 
have adopted a consistent and replicable method 
which can be applied anywhere in Australia. The 
focus of the work at the moment is the Forestry 
Corporation of NSW, including research on 
their environmental labelling and certification 
programmes, with the aim of ensuring the quality 
and legitimacy of plantation management 
activities.  

We also started a Koalas Need Native Forests 
crowdfunder, featuring Blinky Bill, at the end of  
2021, raising about $120,000. These funds went 
towards advertising along the east coast to 
inform the public about the loss of koala habitat 
caused by logging. Large billboards were 
established in the regions, with city billboards, 
placards and advertising on train lines rolled 
out in Sydney. Further funds will be used to fund 
the citizen science program, and a markets 
campaign. 

Doro Babek 
NSW Campaigner 

Molly Coburn
National Community Campaigner 

Jenny Weber 
Campaign Manager

Native forests (continued)
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“It was a $100,000 legacy to 
our foundation from former 
Australian Antarctic base leader 
Louise Crossley that enabled our 
campaign, which is something  
that we believe would have  
made Louise very proud.” 
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Antarctica and the 
Southern Ocean
2021–2022 saw a monumental win for our 
fledgling, but growing, Antarctic campaign. 

On 25 November 2021, the Australian Antarctic 
Division and Australian Government announced 
that they would not be proceeding with plans to 
build a giant concrete airport in Antarctica. This 
unprecedented project would have increased the 
human disturbance footprint on the continent by 
a staggering 40%.  

We have been campaigning against the airport 
since the foundation started focusing on the 
protection of Antarctica. The decision spared the 
destruction of the Vestfold Hills, home to colonies 
of Adelie penguins, Weddell seal pupping 
grounds and a vast array of Antarctic wildlife. 

It isn’t often that such large wins for the natural 
world happen. The total footprint of this project 
was going to be 2.2 square kilometres. This was a 
big win for wilderness.  

It was a $100,000 legacy to our foundation from 
former Australian Antarctic base leader Louise 
Crossley that enabled our campaign, which is 
something that we believe would have made 
Louise very proud. 

I would particularly like to thank Bob Brown, 
Christine Milne, Carola Rackete, Geoff Dannock 
and Shaun Brooks for their guidance and 
mentorship through this campaign. 

Antarctica and the Southern Ocean still face 
many threats and the campaign, with the 
confidence of this great result under its belt, is 
now moving to focus on the Antarctic krill fishery, 
Antarctic toothfish industry and climate change. 

We took action at the 40th meeting of CCAMLR 
(Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources), demanding an end to 
krill fishing in Antarctica. We also held protests 
every time an Antarctic toothfish vessel chose to 
dock in Hobart. 

The Antarctic campaign is going from strength to 
strength, and I look forward to what the next year 
has in store. Antarctica is crucial for the health of 
our Earth and as I always say, what happens in 
Antarctica, doesn’t stay in Antarctica. 

Alistair Allan 
Marine and Antarctic Campaigner 
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National community organising
At the end of 2021, we launched  
our first national community 
organising program, Communities  
for Forests. 

This program has been a fantastic avenue for 
supporters around the country to engage with 
our campaigns in a tangible and practical way, 
and through their engagement we managed to 
get our native forest campaign visible across the 
country in the lead up to the federal election.

We built off our Native Forest Declaration as 
a campaign tool in the lead up to the election, 
creating a hard-copy postcard version of the 
pledge that our supporters took out into their 
communities to gather support for the campaign.  

After a successful launch and a strong response  
from around the country, we had more than 200 
people take part nationally, collecting more than 
8000 hard-copy pledges for the declaration.  
These pledges were then used to back up our 
calls for native forest protection in federal 
candidate meetings made by our community 
activists in the weeks leading up to the election. 
Using this approach, we were able to get positive 
meetings with politicians like Rebekha Sharkie, 
who made a commitment towards ending native 
forest logging.  

This foray into community organising was 
incredibly successful, and we were able to build  
a strong and useful community of nationally-
active supporters around our native forest 
campaign. Notably, in the days before the 
Federal Election, we held a National Day of Action 
for Native Forests, culminating in banner drops 
by these activists around the country in Lismore, 
Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast, Sydney, Eden, Bega, 
Adelaide Hills, Clifton Hill, Collingwood, Torquay 
and Hobart.  

We were also able to use some of these contacts 
and techniques in our post-election takayna 
campaign, managing to pull off an incredibly 
swift community-led MP engagement program 
in less than a fortnight. Our supporters were 
incredibly useful and driven in communicating 
with the new Environment Minister via  
their own MP over the MMG issue, and we 
secured multiple letters from parliamentarians to 
the minister during the reconsideration phase of 
MMG’s roading, drilling and clearing.  

We have found that providing pathways for our  
supporters around the country to engage with 
our campaigns in meaningful and practical 
ways is incredibly beneficial to our campaign 
objectives. We are looking forward to focussing 
our community organising efforts on the NSW 
state election in calling for an end to native forest 
logging, and also increasingly in our efforts to 
secure National Park status and World Heritage 
listing for takayna.

 
Molly Coburn
National Community Campaigner
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Fish farms
2021–22 saw our foundation take 
on the toxic Tasmanian salmon 
industry. This industry continues to 
grow with reckless abandon and 
with no regard for the beautiful 
oceans, rivers, and coasts of 
Tasmania.
Sensing the boilover of public outrage over 
salmon farming, the foundation decided now  
was the perfect time to take on a dedicated fish 
farm campaign. 

We mobilised over 300 people in Burnie to protest 
the Tasmanian Government’s plan to put fish 
farms in the Bass Strait and held a protest outside 
the Blue Economy CRC salmon symposium, 
bringing the damage caused by fish farms to the 
attention of delegates from around the world.  

During the Sydney to Hobart yacht race, we 
organised a flotilla of yachts, with “TOXIC” 
banners to sail alongside the racing yachts,  
with an enormous banner being hung on the 
Ironpot lighthouse on the morning of the race 
arrivals into Storm Bay. 

Jess Coughlan oversaw construction of a fish-
factory-marine-debris seal sculpture that took 
pride of place on the waterfront. Jess helped to 
organise two more demonstrations, highlighting 
the threat of Storm Bay fish factory expansions.   

We were lucky to have a small boat donated to 
the campaign and this allowed us to do the very 
first demonstration on a fish farm in Tasmania. 
We have been out on the water gathering 
evidence and footage of the appalling state of 
both the salmon in the cages and the waters they 
are placed in. 

The Fish Farm Campaign is gathering momentum 
and I look forward to having more on-the-
water actions in the future. With the Tasmanian 
Legislative Council’s recommendation that all fish 
farms be removed from shallow, protected, and 
biodiverse waters, I hope to see salmon farms 
gone from our coasts and rivers. 

A big thanks to the Rebecca Howarth for getting 
our Fish Farm Campaign started and handing it 
on in such a good shape for future successes. 

 

Alistair Allan 
Marine and Antarctic Campaigner 
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Campaign events

takayna BioBlitz 
Another wonderful festival of science, our seventh 
annual takayna BioBlitz was run out of Waratah 
and focussed on threatened landscapes on the 
southern and eastern edges of takayna. Survey 
leaders from Tasmania, and as far away as 
Queensland, joined us in the wilds of takayna.

Citizen scientists joined survey leaders in four 
locations, including forests and rivers threatened 
by mining and logging, the buttongrass fields 
threatened by the Whaleback Ridge industrial 
wind farm and native grasslands of alpine 
takayna, conducting a total of twelve surveys.

takayna BioBlitz counted bryophytes and birds, 
finding a plethora of insects, frogs, marsupials, 
mosses, orchids and vascular plants. Amongst 
the grasses and woodlands, our citizen scientists 
observed over 30 different aquatic invertebrate 
species in the river systems, alongside many  
species of birds, mammal scats and tracks.  
Though buttongrass plains may look sparse,  
these findings show just how many animals call  
this critical habitat home.

The ancient rainforests north of the Pieman River, 
threatened by a heavy metals tailings waste 
dump, showcased towering stands of the world’s 
tallest moss and many more species of ferns 
and liverworts which kept our bryophyte expert 
constantly on the move.

In the Que forests threatened by logging, thirty 
citizen scientists were in awe as they gathered 
around one of the largest myrtles in takayna, 
found by conservationist Ted Mead. In these 
same forests, our BioBlitz recorded endangered 
Tasmanian Devils on fauna cameras.

At Wilson River, we observed and recorded 
Huon pine seedlings and the newly discovered 
serpentinite violet, Viola serpentinicola, while 
at Que River, our night survey was treated to 
a rare encounter with an endangered Marked 
Owl. On the Coldstream grasslands and the 
Pieman rainforests, we recorded carnivore scats 
belonging to Tasmanian Devils and Spotted-
tailed Quolls.

The waterbug team reported that the beautiful 
rivers they explored were teeming with 
waterbugs. From Athericidae larvae (tesselated 
maggots) and some fascinating flatworms, 
through to great predatory stonefly and 
dragonfly larvae, they experienced remarkable 
beauty and diversity and even saw a platypus in 
the Fossey River! 

With over 120 scientists 
and volunteers in the 
field, we recorded over 
1114 observations and 
documented 328 species 
across grasslands, 
forests and heathlands.
The data gained from these annual events are 
used to further the case for the protection of 
takayna and the flora and fauna that live there. 
Our seventh takayna BioBlitz was brimming 
with unbridled enthusiasm for exploring and 
protecting this incredible part of lutruwita / 
Tasmania.

Bob Brown Foundation acknowledges and thanks 
BioBlitz 2021 sponsor Ortovox, who are providing 
generous support for our campaign to protect 
takayna.

A huge thank you to the BioBlitz organising team 
who have been involved in putting on this event 
since its inception, survey leaders who share 
their knowledge so we can all have a better 
understanding of the natural environment, 
volunteers that worked countless hours to make 
this event happen, kitchen crew that kept us 
nourished and, of course, the participants who 
joined us in the threatened landscapes of one of 
the most beautiful places on earth, takayna.
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Finally, a thank you to Theresa Sainty, Tahana 
Rimmer and the young women of the family 
who walked with us in these forests. We stand 
strong together and hear your words, deep 
in our hearts, that you cannot welcome us to 
Aboriginal land because it is stolen land. We will 
continue the fight to have takayna protected as a 
World Heritage-listed National Park, returned to 
Aboriginal ownership.  

Art for takayna 
Courtney, Molly and Jenny coordinated a 
successful Art for takayna field trip, with 50 artists 
taking part.  

Rather than multiple dispersed camps, as in 
previous years, we took the bulk of our artists  
to the frontline of our MMG campaign blockade, 
with forays into threatened forests and Venture 
Minerals’ proposed mine site at Mount Lindsay. 
Excitingly, we were able to pull together a remote 
rafting team who took to the waterways to 
explore the Huon pines on the Wilson River,  
under the leadership of Jenna.  

Although scaled-back, this event was an 
exceptional experience, perhaps even more 
immersive than previous years – our artists were 
able to visit a blockade that had been shut down 
only days earlier.  

Meanwhile back in Hobart, we held the Art for 
takayna exhibition at the same time, with a full 
house on opening night and strong art sales. We 
exhibited works from the previous Art for takayna 
field trip in 2021, with more than 150 artworks 
exploring a range of takayna landscapes.  

  

Big Canopy Campout 
Our Big Canopy Campout, held in the takayna  
forests where MMG wants to dump their mine  
waste, was the biggest campout of this global 
event, held in solidarity with the Secoya  
community in Ecuador. We hosted fifty people 
– climbing, learning, teaching and sharing in 
the canopy, inspired and empowered by the 
threatened forests of takayna.  
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“ The foundation continues 
to be one of the most high 
profile environmental 
organisations in Australia.” 
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Media 
Bob Brown Foundation has produced another  
great year of campaigning and media coverage. 
The campaign against Chinese state-owned 
mining company MMG has been at the 
forefront of media attention for this last year. 
The foundation has run a relentless frontline 
campaign along with court action and this has 
produced a great range of media coverage. The 
main regional paper for the area, The Advocate, 
has extensively covered the campaign, mostly 
favourably. Tasmanian media generally has 
covered the issue regularly, with occasional 
breakthrough stories both internationally through 
outlets like Al Jazeera, Daily Mail UK, Yahoo.com 
and EuroNews.com and nationally through The 
Guardian, The Australian and The Age. 

The Venture Minerals campaign generated good 
local media around protest actions at their Mt 
Lindsay drilling site. The constant following of 
their CEO to major conferences and AGM not only 
put pressure on him but produced new angles to 
the story. The discovery of a large stand of Huon 
pines on the Wilson River, in an area that forms 
part of a mining lease Venture holds, generated 
pictorial-based articles in Australian Geographic 
and Wild Magazine. 

Tasmania’s new  
anti-protest laws reared 
their head again this 
year. A lot of the rhetoric  
from the proponents was 
about the foundation. 
The organisation was 
used as an example 
why the laws should be 
passed. 
This did mean that it placed us at the centre  
of the debate. Our work against the laws meant 
there were multiple threads to the campaign 
story and we were able to achieve blanket 
coverage in Tasmania with some stories 
nationally in The Australian and The Guardian.  

The Antarctic campaign had its first of, hopefully, 
many successes. The Australian Government 
halted the planned concrete airport for 
Antarctica. As the only NGO with a full time 
dedicated campaigner on this issue, we were  
well placed for commentary on the dumping of 
the plans. 

Our vocal opposition helped to build some of the 
commentary around why the airport was bad for 
the remote, icy continent. This meant that we were 
included in the national news around the win. 

Our organisation launched a salmon campaign 
during this period, which brought national and 
local attention to the issue. The Australian ran 
a feature piece on the launch and then we had 
numerous articles in Tasmanian media providing 
commentary on the campaign. The foundation is 
slowly building a profile in this area and is being 
picked up by journalists as an organisation to 
seek comment from. 

Feral deer in Tasmania and the Marinus Link 
proposal have been issues which the foundation 
has provided detailed criticisms of how both have 
been handled and offering ways forward. This in-
depth analysis has meant that local media have 
come to us for expert advice. 

Some of the bigger media projects this year have 
included films such as Franklin and The Giants, 
both out in September 2022. They focused a lot 
on Bob’s history and conservation work but have 
also included many of the issues such as logging 
and mining threats to takayna. Al Jazeera has 
been working on a feature piece for TV on the 
MMG campaign which should be out late 2022. 
We have also had 4 Corners come to Tasmania 
and cover the mining threats to takayna. 

Overall, our campaigns have achieved high 
profile media results locally and have placed us 
well nationally for occasional pieces during the 
peak of our work on these issues. The foundation 
continues to be one of the most high profile 
environmental organisations in Australia.  

Adam Burling
Media Manager
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Our people
Volunteers, staff, supporters 
and board
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“ Volunteers are at the  
heart of everything we do.
Our volunteers are counted 
in the hundreds, with a huge 
variety of roles across a  
vast range of settings.” 
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Our volunteers
Volunteers are at the heart of everything we do.

Our volunteers are counted in the hundreds, 
with a huge variety of roles across a vast range 
of settings. You will find volunteers in our office, 
behind a stall at an event, chained to a bulldozer, 
high in a treesit, putting up posters, painting 
banners, cooking meals at events, or leading 
surveys at BioBlitz.

There are roles for scientists, climbers, builders, 
data processors, nurses, guides, organisers, 
artists, photographers, technicians and 
musicians. Volunteers play a key role in every 
single aspect of our work, from the Hobart office 
to the remote forests of takayna.

Direct actions
Our peaceful protests depend on calm and 
fearless volunteers, unafraid to put themselves 
into the heart of a situations that can be quite 
intimidating. Volunteers have to deal with police 
and workers that can become quite agitated, so 
we pay great attention to thorough training of 
all participants in any non-violent direct action. 
Our volunteers take direct action in the forests, in 
the cities and towns and, with the advent of our 
Marine Team, in water-based actions around 
Tasmania’s coastline.

takayna Trail
Our annual trail running event takes place  
each February, based in Waratah, northwest 
Tasmania, on the edge of takayna. Our biggest 
event of the year, we depend on a big team of 
volunteers to make this event function smoothly. 
Volunteers mark the routes, staff aid stations,  
cook meals, drive buses, act as course 
marshalls, help set up and pack down the hall 
and many roles besides.

Banner painting
We make a lot of banners. A lot. Almost every 
banner you see on the news, or on social media, 
will have been cut, sewn and painted by a group 
of creative and talented volunteers, usually in 
our Hobart office. Banner making sessions are 
friendly, social occasions with lots of laughter and 
conversation and only small amounts of silent 
focus for the really tricky bits.

BioBlitz
This festival of science in nature is powered  
by volunteers. The key roles of Survey Leaders 
are all volunteer scientists and most of the 
drivers, cooks, and camp leaders and assistants 
are enthusiastic volunteers who are passionate 
about this event. BioBlitz is one of our most 
popular events and is only possible thanks to 
the teams of volunteers who give up their time 
to help increase our knowledge of takayna’s 
biodiversity.

Office volunteers
The Hobart office is the central hub of our 
campaigns and is a hive of activity. A wonderful 
group of regular volunteers keep this space 
functioning smoothly, helping with filing, 
newspaper clippings, mailouts, catering, 
deliveries, merchandise and distributing posters 
and flyers. Thanks to these great volunteers, our 
office is a dynamic, colourful and wonderfully 
social place to work.
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Art for takayna
Our annual field trip into remote takayna, to 
immerse artists in this wild place, is another 
event powered by a dedicated volunteer  
team. Volunteers act as camp coordiators, 
cooks, guides and first aiders for this weekend 
dedicated to creating art inspired by takayna. 
The exhibition that follows the field trip, in 
Salamanca Art Centre’s Long Gallery, is a 
highlight of the year, with volunteers helping  
to run the opening night, working the bar  
and the stall, and then sitting the exhibition 
each day.

Community activists
We are working to expand our network of 
community activsts across Australia to host 
campaign and fundraising events in their local 
areas. 

Thanks to volunteers all around Australia, film 
screenings, quiz nights, protests, banner drops, 
politician lobbying and a range of other actions 
are increasingly taking place across the county. 
A prime example is the ongoing protests outside 
Environment Minister Plibersek’s office in Sydney, 
with local volunteers holding a daily vigil to urge 
the minister to protect takayna.

We have so many amazing volunteers that 
it’s impossible to name them all. However 
we would like to acknowedge one volunteer 
whose dedication and commitment to our work 
demands a special mention.

Colette Harmsen has given up thousands of 
hours of her time filling a wide range of roles 
at the foundation. Colette has been arrested 
numerous times, protecting forests and wildlife 
from destruction. An experienced activist, Colette 
often conducts our non-violent direction training 
sessions, drawing on her years of experience. 
Colette organises rallies, paints banners, locks 
onto heavy machinery, writes letters to the paper, 
supports other activists at court and many, many 
other roles besides. 

Colette, your spirit is the essence of everything 
our foundation strives for and we are so fortunate 
to have you as a treasured member of our team.

 

Our volunteers (continued)



Bob Brown Foundation  |  Annual Review 21–22     49

“ Colette, your spirit is the 
essence of everything our 
foundation strives for and 
we are so fortunate to 
have you as a treasured 
member of our team.” 
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Our staff and board 
Our incredible team of Earth defenders continues 
to grow. We are so fortunate to work with such 
an amazing staff team. Every single member 
of our staff has a passion for the work we are 
doing to protect the natural world. Operations 
staff, fundraisers, media experts, designers, 
campaigners, events managers, scientists and 
researchers. Each of these diverse roles is vital to 
our work and every member of our team faces 
the daily challenges we confront with a resolute 
optimism and a cheerful defiance.

We were delighted to have Bec Howarth join 
our team in 2021 for 9 months to help launch 
our new Fish Farm Campaign, bringing the 
rampant industrial salmon industry in Tasmania 
to heel and curbing its destruction of our marine 
environment. Bec came to us with a wealth of 
experience in local communities fighting this 
destructive industry and was instrumental in 
getting this new campaign underway and helping 
to establish our Marine Campaign team. With 
Bec’s departure in Feb 2022, Alistair Allan, our 
Antarctic Campaigner, added the Fish Farm 
Campaign to his role and has been doing a 
wonderful job, carrying out our very first marine 
actions in our own BBF vessel. Ocean destroyers 
are on notice – our Marine Team is gearing up for 
more action in the coming year.

The last twelve months 
have seen the most 
sustained forest protests  
in our foundation’s  
ten-year history. 
With a focus on Chinese state-owned miner 
MMG’s plans for a toxic waste dump in the 
ancient rainforest of takayna, our team of forest 
defenders, led by our takayna Campaigner Scott 
Jordan, achieved something incredible. They 
held back the might of MMG, delaying their 
nasty plans for over 12 months. Central to this 
achievement was our new Campaign Science 
Team of Charley Gros and Kasey McNamara 
who spent months living in the forests, locating, 
identifying and recording the presence of the 
endangered Tasmanian Masked Owl. This 
mysterious, rare bird has proven to be the key 
to upending MMG’s plans by providing crucial 

evidence for our court cases. None of this  
would have been possible without Charley and 
Kasey’s work, supported by the tireless work of 
many others.

It takes a Herculean effort to establish and hold 
a protest camp in the remote takayna rainforest 
for over 12 months and this would never have 
happened without the dedication and hard work 
of our wonderful team of Camp Coordinators 
and Campaign Assistants. Huge thanks to Kelly, 
Natalie, Sophia, Jenna, Courtney, Anna, Erik and 
Lisa for holding this thin green line through the 
baking heat of summer and the icy rain of winter. 
Their efforts meant that hundreds of volunteers 
and members of the public have been able to join 
in our peaceful defence of these forests from a 
friendly, safe and welcoming base in the heart  
of takayna.

After some 6 years, our exceptionally talented 
Graphic Designer, Manderlee Anstice, finished 
with the foundation in February 2022. Manderlee 
was instrumental in establishing the foundation’s 
distinctive brand and is responsible for many of 
our most recognised and loved creative products 
including stickers, books, posters and event logos.

The turbulent months following the height of 
the COVID pandemic were a challenging time 
to recruit new staff and while we were going 
through the lengthy process of recruiting a new 
full-time graphic designer, we were fortunate 
to have the help of a wonderful array of skilled 
designers. Good graphic design is at the heart 
of everything we do and we could not have 
managed this period without the professional 
skill, patience and adaptability of Mel Stanger, 
Softly Dunstan, Anita Bacic, Sarah Zika  
and Jonny Falcke.

Our Events Manager, Jo Edwards, left the 
foundation in April 2022 after organising a 
series of highly successful events for us in the 
most challenging of times, the height of a 
global pandemic. Jo helped our trail running 
event, takayna Trail, reach new heights, despite 
having to organise this massive logistical event 
in the face of court challenges and pandemic 
lockdowns and restrictions.

Jo’s work on Art for takayna, BioBlitz and several 
new projects was always of the highest standard  
and we are so grateful to have had her as part of  
our team.

We were very excited to welcome our new Events 
Manager, Nathan Savage, in June 2022. Nathan is 
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a Hobart local with a wealth of events  
experience and is a fantastic addition to our 
team. Nathan is well underway with plans for  
our signature events of BioBlitz and takayna  
Trail and, meanwhile, has helped bring a 
professional events flair to several other events 
including A Night for takayna and our  
Antarctica exhibition.

Our long-overdue website overhaul was finally 
commenced this year thanks to the talents of  
Paul Kimbell, who has done a brilliant job of 
designing and building our complex website  
from the ground up. We are very pleased that 
Paul will be staying on with the foundation as  
our Web Designer and Digital Campaigner and 
we are looking forward to using his talents to  
take our campaigns in exciting new directions.

Our fundraising team has expanded to include  
Tiani Chillemi who is working with us to expand  
our supporter base and increase the number  
of people making a regular monthly donation. 
Tiani has extensive experience in digital 
communications and building audiences and 
her skills are a much-valued addition to our 
organisation.

Chris Ball joined us in Oct 2021 for a 6-month 
research role, investigating forestry-related 
issues. It was wonderful having Chris as part 
of our team, contributing her expertise to our 
campaigns to protect Australia’s native forests.

2021–22 staff

Steven Chaffer  CEO
Jenny Weber Campaign Manager
Jess Ewing  Office Manager
Jasmine Wills Executive Assistant
Amanda Sully Philanthropy Director
Adam Burling Media Manager
Scott Jordan takayna Campaigner
Alistair Allan Antarctic & Marine Campaigner
Bec Howarth Fish Farms & Marine Campaigner
Geoff Law AdaniWatch Investigator
Doro Babeck NSW Campaigner
Molly Coburn National Community Campaigner
Erik Hayward Campaigner
Courtney Hayes Campaign Assistant
Charley Gros Campaign Scientist
Kasey McNamara Campaign Scientist
Manderlee Anstice Graphic Designer
Sarah Zika Graphic Designer
Jonny Falcke Graphic Designer
Mel Stanger Graphic Designer
Anita Bacic Graphic Designer
Softly Dunstan Graphic Designer
Jenna Harris Campaign Assistant
Anna Brozek Campaign Assistant
Rose Sheehan Campaign Assistant
Lisa Searle Campaign Assistant
Kelly Waltran Campaign Assistant
Natalie Micevski Campaign Assistant
Sophia Jackson Campaign Assistant
Simon Harris Fundraiser
Tiani Chillemi Fundraiser
Paul Kimbell Website Designer
Christine Ball Researcher
Jo Edwards Events Manager
Nathan Savage Events Manager

Our board

Roland Browne  President
Christine Milne  Secretary
Michael Dempsey  Member
Willoh Weiland  Member
Steve Crump  Member
Anthony Houston  Member
Rebecca Lake  Resigned
Tristan Tremschnig Resigned
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Our supporters
After a period of exceptional  
growth in supporter numbers, this 
increase has slowed to just over  
6% for the last twelve months. 

Membership has continued to grow strongly with  
a 50% in members over the period.

A key challenge in maintaining a solid supporter 
base is to ensure we retain people by engaging 
and communicating with them in ways they find 
compelling and inspiring. Additionally, we need  
to actively explore new ways to recruit new 
supporters to offset the inevitable attrition that  
occurs with any database.

Our greatest growth in supporter numbers 
occurs when we are running highly visible public 
campaigns and offering easy, accessible ways for 
people to become involved, so this is an area we 
will work to develop in the coming year.

Aug 2022 Aug 2021
Supporters 69,533 65,431

Members 188 125
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Financials
Fundraising, philanthropy, 
partnerships and statement  
of comprehensive income
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Fundraising
Donations are critical for our feisty foundation 
to defend wild nature! We are humbled by the 
generosity extended to Bob Brown Foundation  
over the past year as we continue our strategic  
and passionate action for nature.

This has been a year of extraordinary 
challenges. However, thanks to our fabulous 
supporters, we have been able to match last 
year’s income. We are thankful that you trust us 
to seize this unique moment in history to rescue 
our precious wild places.

Your donations enabled us to win a Federal Court 
case challenging the former the Environment 
Minister’s decision allowing MMG to commence 
preparatory work on their toxic waste dump.  
We await the new Environment Minister’s decision  
as a major test as to her credibility in saving  
endangered species like the Masked Owl.

Over the last year, we’ve been focusing on asking 
people to consider becoming regular givers and 
bequestors – so crucial to our foundation’s long  
term financial security and sustainability.

We are thrilled to welcome more businesses 
joining the terrific efforts of Patagonia, Keep 
Cup, Ortovox, Paddy Pallin Foundation, Globe, 
Platypus Environmental Service, Smitten and 
Mukti. Beauty and the Bees, for instance, a local 
Tasmanian store, has been wonderfully generous 
and provided thousands of dollars’ worth of 
products to support one of our crowdfunding 
campaigns.

We proudly work with individuals and families, 
bequestors, private philanthropists, communities, 
businesses, innovators, investors and foundations.  
You really are the driving force behind our work 
to protect wildlife and wild places like takayna 
and Antarctica.

Frankly, money is power. With less than 1% of 
all philanthropy in Australia going towards 
protecting our wild places, the more funds 
we can raise the better. We wish to extend a 
heartfelt thank you from Bob and the team for 
being part of our feisty foundation community.

Amanda Sully 
Philanthropy Director
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Regular giving
This year, we have been growing our regular 
giving program named ‘Earth Defenders’. 

Over seven hundred supporters kindly donate 
monthly, enabling forward planning and 
increased financial security. We have also seen 
many businesses sign up to become regular 
givers such as our wonderful friends at Mukti 
Organics. 

The more people and businesses we have giving 
regularly, the more we can achieve together. 

Our goal is to reach two thousand wonderful folk 
donating monthly. To help with this, we engaged 
the creative and strategic talents of Pubblico.

Supporters can become an ‘Earth Defender’ by 
going to the donations page at bobbrown.org.au

Gifts in wills
Thankfully, we continue to see an increase in  
the number of wonderful supporters making the 
profound decision to leave a legacy in their will  
to our foundation. 

This year, we partnered once again with Safewill, 
an online will-writing service, who have been 
instrumental in helping to grow our bequest 
program. You can find them at safewill.com/
bobbrown 

If the time is right for you – our spirited 
supporters – we invite you to join our special 
community choosing to leave a gift in their Will  
to ensure our work can continue. 

You’ll be providing critical financial security 
towards our long-term, conservation projects to 
safeguard Australia and Antarctica’s terrestrial 
and marine biodiversity and carbon sinks. 

Key supporters
A growing number of individuals and foundations 
around the country are donating to our 
campaigns to help rescue biodiversity and our 
future. The simple fact is, money is power for 
change and the more we have, the more we can 
achieve — thank you! 

Generous individuals and foundations donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to fund our big 
campaign expenses, including our successful 
MMG court case. These impactful gifts catapult 
our capacity to act in defence of wild nature. 

takayna Trail 2022
We held our fourth takayna Trail in February  
2022, once again in Waratah. 126 runners took  
on the brave challenge of running 26km or 65km 
races and raised $265,000 from their generous 
supporters. The event was the foundation’s 
biggest fundraising event to date. 

Patagonia and Paddy Pallin Foundation, our  
fantastic sponsors, donated cash, gear and 
promotion. 

Planning for takayna Trail 2023 is underway,  
thanks to the terrific ongoing efforts of 
our coordinators Simon Harris, and Majell 
Backhausen and Event Manager Nathan Savage. 
Thank you so much to everyone who took part 
in this exciting and unique event, including the 
60 volunteers – we couldn’t pull off such a huge 
event without you!

Fundraising (continued)
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Other (1%)

Statement of comprehesive income  
for year ended 30 June 2022

Income 2021–2022 2020–2021
Bequests 30,638 –

Donations 2,898,742 2,977,793

Grants received 101,176 311,939

Membership fees 14,613 9,089

Sales 222,482 176,084

Other 35,685 52,918

Total income 3,303,336 3,527,823

Expenses 2021–2022 2020–2021
Campaigns 2,535,463 1,970,820

Fundraising 300,252 335,708

Operations 500,421 271,261

Total expenses 3,336,136 2,583,789

Net surplus/(deficit) for the year (32,800) 934,456

Income Expenses

This is an extract from the full audited financial statements of Bob Brown Foundation. This extract does not provide a 
comprehensive statement of the financial position of Bob Brown Foundation and is simply intended to provide a broad 
overview of financial activity. The full audited financial statements are available from contact@bobbrown.org.au

Bequests (1%)
Grants (3%)

Fundraising (9%)

Donations (88%) Campaigns 
(76%)

Sales (7%)

Operations 
(15%)

Membership fees (<1%)
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• Aliss Curtis

• Andrew Lechte

• Angelia Cook 

• Anthony Houston

• Arjan Aulakh

• Australian Communities 
Foundation 

• Australian Philanthropic 
Services 

• Beauty and the Bees  

• Best Fresh Wholesale 

• Brad Orgill

• Bruce Mountain 

• Caroline Le Couteur

• Christopher Grubb

• Clare Hawkins

• Colin Roden

• Community Impact 
Foundation 

• Darren Briggs

• Denise Rado

• Dick Friend

• Dion Agius & Globe

• Diversicon Environmental 
Foundation 

• Fiona House

• Garry White Foundation 

• Glen Rocky Foundation 

• Helen James Endowment  

• Henry’s Hydraulics 

• Ian Heriot

• Isaac Davis Foundation 

• Isabel Dupuy 

• Jim Moginie

• John Middendorf

• Jonathan Choong

• Karl Williams

• Keep Cup 

• Keith Venton

• Kelly Slater

• LAYAN Architects Designers 

• Majell Backhausen

• Matt Dell

• Matt Webb

• Matthew Newton

• Maura Chamberlain

• Michael Inman  
& Darren Johanneson

• Michael & Rachel Cahill

• Mukti Organics  

• Nala Mansell

• Neil Hawthorne

• Nick Fitzgerald

• Ortovox 

• Pablo & Rustys 

• Pack Raft Australia 

• Paddy Pallin Foundation 

• Patagonia 

• Pauleen Clark Trust 

• Peter Forras 

• Platypus Environmental 
Services 

• Positive Idea Group 

• Red Parka 

• Rob Hirst

• Roger Barsony

• Ross Knowles Foundation 

• Russell Thompson

• Ruth Eisner 

• Safewill 

• Dr Scott Bell

• Siddharth Karanth

• Simon Harris

• Simon Olding, Full Gamut 

• Small Giants 

• Smitten 

• Ted Mead

• Tim Lucas &  
Carla Hackett

• Tim Cooper

• Victoria Parsons

• Walter & Danielle 
Herrmann

• Wendy Haynes  
& Roger Sharpe

• Geoff Dannock

Special thanks

Special thanks to the following individuals, groups and  
organisations for their generous support during 2021–22.
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(03) 6294 0620
bobbrown.org.au
contact@bobbrown.org.au
fb.com/Bob.Brown.Foundation
@BobBrownFndn


